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And on the [eventh day God ended his 
work which he had miade, and be 
reſted on the ſeventh. day from all 
his work wbich he had made. And 
God bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
ſanct ;fed it, becauſe that in it he 
bad reſted from all his works which 
God created and made | | 
* © J 
EL AF pnclpat ud of all the wiſe” 
| 10 ON and good lawys of civil ſociety, is 
to teſtrain and check the paſſions 
of mankind; and to prevent thoſe great 
ehormities and corrupfions, which, if ge- 
nerallſWpraftiſed, would prove extreamly 
| ptcjudicial to the publick peace, and be 
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fare and happineſs; or to puniſh evil doers 


with ſuch ſeverities, as may caution and 


terrify others from the like offences ; ; and 
even to cut them of, when they become 


impenitent and incorrigible, and forfeit their | 


lives 1 to national prudence and juſtice. 


IX all great 8 floriſhing ſocieties, there 


will be always many, and frequently very 


| heinous offenders. The utmoſt prudence 


and vigilance i in government cannot prevent 
it. But it is the unqueſtionable duty of 
all wiſe and good magiſtrates, who have 
: the publick welfare at heart, to endeavour 
to hinder the ſpreading of corruption, and 
cut of the ſources that feed and cheriſh it. 


If the ſpirit of infidelity and profaneneſs, 


and the contempt of. all gublick worſhip. 
the inſtitutions of religion, . 
general, and, infect all ranks and degrees 
o men, it is impoſſible that moral virtue 
itſelf can ſubſiſt, ang. that the laws of ſo-⸗ 
ciety, which are beſt calculated tg, pro- 
* the ä peace and welfare, can 


have 


„ 
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have their due force and influence. Men 
will follow the dictates of their paſſions, 
| when they have no principles or fear of 
| God to controul them, and frequently run 
the moſt deſperate hazards for the ſake of 
gratifying them; and therefore the incul- 
cating the principles of religion on the 
minds of men, and ſupporting the wor- 
ſhip of God, is of the utmoſt importance. 
It is what magiſtracy ſhould encourage, 
what all wiſe and good men ſhould affiſt 
in, and what the miniſters of religion are 
_ peculiarly obliged, from the very nature 
of their office, to aim at, and with the 
utmoſt diligence and zeal to promote. And 
as far the greateſt number, in all large 
| ſocieties and kingdoms, are incapable of 
properly inſtrucking each other and their 
families, in thoſe principles, and in the | 
nature of that worſhip of God, which yet 
it is of the higheſt importance to them- 
ſelves, and the welfare of that community 
to which they belong, that they ſhould be 
acqualiited with; publick inſtruction and 
worſhip become Hecefſary, and even ſo 
Ly. "Oy 8 907 Fern 8 2 de decel⸗ 
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neceſfaty, as that the bulk of mötkisd 
would ſoon degenerate into ignorance and 
bacbariſm, and the moſt execrable ſuper- 
ſtitions, 1 impieties and brutalities, were they 
entirely left deſtitute of it; and ſociety 
would be extreamly wanting to itſelf, if 
it ſhould be indifferent and negligent in an 
affair, on which its own peace, proſperity 


and honour have fo certain and conſtant a 
dependence. N 


J het publick instruction and the wor- 
4 Mig of God be thus neceſſary, there muſt 
be ſtated ſeaſons for them, or particular days 
and hours fixed for theſe purpoſes z ſince if 
| every one was left to fix his own time, as 
his conveniency or caprice might direct 
bim, it would create the utmoſt confuſion 
in the affairs of life, and ſoon render the 
erg ſcheme of publick inſtruction and 
a  worlhip utterly impoſſible to be executed. 
2 And if the ſeaſon allotted: for ſuch: a ſer- 
vice was the appointment of mere hu- 
5 00 prudence, à good citizen, and real 
ende to the weliate of his e and 


the happineſs of mankind, would carefully 
obſerve it himſelf, and encourage a care- 
ful regard to it in all others, over whom 


be hath any authority and influence. But 


if beſides this, there be any direction of 
Providence concerning the ſeaſon, when a 
ſervice of this evident utility may be: beſt 
performed; if there be indeed an order 
or appointment from God himſelf, appro- 
priating any part of our time to religious 
uſes and purpoſes; the obſervance of ſuch 
ſtated ſeaſons becomes a much more ſe- 
rious thing, and the employing them in, 
and perverting them. to other | purpoles, 
muſt expoſe perſons to ſuch conſequences, 
as ſelf- preſervation, and a regard to their 
own happineſs, will lead them diligently 
to guard againſt. And this is what I now 
propoſe to make the ſubject of our en- 
quiry; a ſubject, which you of the ſociety, 
by whoſe deſire I now ſpeak, will not 

think improper, as the profanation of the 
Lord's day is one of the principal irregu- 
Aarities, you are united together to diſcou- 
fagę and prevent and that I may confirm 
nel? you 


\ 
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un in this deſign, I ſhall confider the ori- 

ginal. and reaſon of the inſtitution of the 
Sabbath, from thoſe words of the facred 
hiſtorian, that I have read to, you. ; And 
an the ſeventh day Cad ended bis work which be 
had mode, and be refled on the ſeventh day from 
all bis oork ꝛnbich he had made. And God 

bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſanctiſied it, becauſe 
that in it le had. refted from all bis works 
which\God created and made. We may here 


R 
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I. That the work of creation was finiſh- 
ed'in ſix days; for in fix days the Lord made 
Haven and Earth; and Sea, and all that is 
in them *; and when he ſaw every thing 
that he had made, and pronounced it all 
bod, it was yet the ſixth day. When 
therefore it is ſaid, in the verſe before my 
tert; that on tl ſcuentb day Ged ended his 
url dubich be had made, it is not to be un- 
derſtood as tho he actually created any 
thing, and themby: fanithed the . 4 
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creation on the ſeventh day; ; but that hav- 
ing ended his work, and having nothing 
more to create on it, he bleſſed and ſanc- 
tified it; and if the words had been ren- 
dred, as they ſhould have been, and on 
the ſeventh day God had ended his work, 
there would have been no difficulty, or 
room for objection, or any amendment * of 
the original text. And we may remark, 
that this period of ſix days, for the work 
of creation, was evidently choſen, amongſt 
other reaſons for this, to introduce the 
obſervation of the ſeventh day, as a day 
of reſt, with greater ſolemnity. There 
was nothing that could be of greater in- 
ice to mankind, than to keep up this 
ſentiment amongſt them, that the world 
was not eternal, was not neceſſary and in- 
dependent, but the workmanſhip'of God: 
and the not attending to this gave riſe to; - 
what was the moſt ancient and original 
idolatry of mankind, the worſhip- of the 
ſun, moon and ſtars, the earth, the ele- 


The n Syriack, nd $eptagine * have, 
W God ended his work. 
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ments, 


"MY 81. 
ments. wr molt of the principal powerd 
and properties of nature ; an idolatry that 
could ſcarce ever have taken place, had it 
been well known and thoroughly believed, 
that they were all of them the mere crea- 
' tures, and voluntary productions of ona 
eternal, almighty, and infinitely wiſe crea- 
tor and father. of all chings. In order 
continually to keep alive in, and impreſs 
deeply on the minds of men, this funda- 
mental neceſſary truth, God created all 
things in fix, days; not chat he could not 
have done it ſooner, or created the. world 
inſtantaneoully, perfect in all its parts, 
had it, ſo pleaſed him. For he who. aid, 
= there be light, and there immediately 
was. light, could, with reſpect to the whole 
frame. o f nature, have ſpate, and it would 
have been dune; could have commanded, and 
Heaven and Earth, would have ſtag faſt, 
But he fixed on this period for the creation 
| of all things, that he might make it ſub- 
ſervient to religious and moral Purpoſes, 
amongſt thoſe reaſonable creatures he in- 


Wen to 1 in this world, and that he 
might 


\ 
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migbt hereby lead them to the conſtant 
ae and ers of ann 


We 


| tt: We mult obſerve in the PLE 
that as God finiſhed all his work which 
he had made on the ſixth day, ſo he reſted 
on the ſeventh day; the whole plan of the 
creation being quite compleated, when the 
ſeventh. day began; ſo that there being 
| nothing more to be effected, he reſted on 
the ſeventh day ; ; not as tho he needed to 
reſt and refreſh. himſelf, as one tired after 
a' difficult laborious work; but that he 
ceaſed to exert his power and wiſdom in 
any further productions or acts of creation 
whatſoever. And tho our bleſſed Saviour 
: My fatber wor kelb hitbrrm, and I work * ; 

'tis- evident that this refers to the fathers 


works of providence and goodneſs, and 


not of creation; For Chrift vindicates 
| himſelf for healing the infirmity of am 

helpleſs man on the faþbath day, by als 
edging. the example of his h fa- 


4] le 4. . „ a 
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| by 1 

ef; ; eb froth the time he (finiſhed the 
don, to the time in which Chriſt was 
then ſpeaking, had continued to work, 7. 40 
to exert his power and goodneſs, in up- 
holding and preſerving the frame of na- 
ture, and in conferring benefits on his 
creatures, and that equally on the ſabbath 
26 on zy other day ; and therefore as he 
did no mote than what his father always 
did, and then continued to do, by exert- 
fig" bie bis power in ate of goodneſs for 
cher xt of the* miſerable, and afflicted; 

he cd Hd not on this account be juſtly 

Adel with a violation of the ebe. 


ür ein 140 et t n . 1 7 


HI. BU T would obſerve farther FA 
this head, "that the ſeventh day of the 
cxentlon, af that day which" immediately 
enfued the fix” days, within which the 
Works of creation were finiſhed, was in 
truth the firſt day of the natural week, and 
the firſt proper” day of” the firſt week of 
Adam's Hife. Adam could” not poffibly 


make any Computation of the paſt the days 
&'theereation; nor teckoy either 'of them 


2001 


into 


10 
imo the days, of his life becauſe be was 
not ercated till the end of the ſixth. 
Whether thoſe ſix days were like ours, 
of four and twenty hours long, or as 
is highly probable, of a much longer pe- 
riod :; called days upon account of the ſe- 
veral parts of the creation, which were 
finiſhed. on each of them reſpectively N 
Adam could no more determine, wi ithout 
the ſpirit of revelation, than we; becauſe 
he could not compute times and periods 
before he had any exiſtence... The firſt 
whole day therefore of Adam's life w 
the ſeventh day on which God reſted from 
his works, 2 the firſt week of his kts 
which he could take any account of, and 
from which he could compute the dura: 


tion of his life, begun with the ſeventh - 


day; and by conſequence. that ſeventh day 
was, both the firſt day of Adam's life, and 
dhe firſt day af, the; firſt eek that ever 
entered into the, computatian of time, 80 
chat the firſt day of the natural week, hath 
the honour of being in reality the day on 
which | God reſted; from his works, and 


n 6 2 not 
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155 the feventh; as hath been general 
ly ſuppoſed. - God for reaſons, peculiar to 
the ſews, to put them in mind of theit 
Egyptian ſlavery s, and to diſtinguiſh them 
in this particular, as well 4s others, from 
all the nations of the world, ſeems to 
have altered the day of reſt, and appointed 
them to obſerve the ſeventh day of thy 
weck; inſtead of the firſt; as their ſabbath; 
And therefbre when chtiſtianfty was in- 
ttoduced into the world; and the Jews 
were to be nd tribe. God's peculiar people, 
but -all-nativhs throug kour che world were 
to be admitted into ce Ange of the 
Meth ds the peculfar reaſons" for” ap- 

| poncilg'the6veith "day 4s the ſabbath, 
$ the feventh"day was no longer to 
1 ag the weekly fabbath; but 


wx the fire day of che week, 26 it wat from 


the! beginning fred by God, for the uni- 

verfab regard and obſervatibn of mankind: 

Shriſt him elf iniimates this change, hen 
ke dete def le p ma ii Tori le 

89 136. vi e my v0 t = 
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— And St. Paul writing: to the Co- 


loſians gives them this caution: Let 10 
Man judge or condemn you, pon account of 
meats: and..drinks &, eating and drinking 
thoſe things which the Jews  abſtained 
from, or in reſpect of any feaſt, or of the 
ne moon, er of the ſabbaths ; i. e. ſuch feſ- 
tivals or ſabbaths as were peculiar to the 
Jews. Theſe are all abrogated by the law 
of Chriſt, as the whole covenant of pe- 
culiarity now no more ſubſiſts, and is in 
force no longer. But there is not a ſingle 
ſyllable in the whole New-Teſtament, that 
tends to abſolve men from the obſervation 
of the original ſabbath, the firſt day of 
the natural week, ſet apart by God him- 
ſelf from the creation of the world. That 
ſtill continues to he a day of feſt, by-God's 
original ſeparation of it to this purpoſes | 
and as the reaſon of chis ſeparation. is 4 
| maral one, and will remain in force to 
- the end of time, the reaſon of its being 
| obſeryed will continue the ſame: even ta 
the concluſion of the world, . 


R „ Cole iu, 46. 3 
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W. Lex me. facther .obſerye,; that; c 


| God reſted. on the ſeventh day from. all his 
works, Jo, be biaſed and ſandlifed. il. For 
ſo the Hiſtory informs. us: God bleſſed Gs 
ral day, e el it. WH: 


55 5 2 the een 7 No e one * 


| more. bleſſed, | or xr fortunate, of happy. than 
my z and it argues childiſh, ſuperſtition 
to imagine, that any particular day can be | 
moe lucky or unlucky, in the common 

Way 'of ſpeaking, than any other day in. 
the week, or. month, or year. But God 

my ane one day peculiarly, happy, or 


„ 


Gkortable and profitable, ſo as none of 
1 1 reſt ſhall be, by. appropriating .it to 
certain uſes, which ſhall be. ex treamly be- 
neficial, to thoſe, who, employ... it for the 
Purp ples, he intended to > ſfubſerve by it. A 
day 2 reit, alter — and hard labour, is 
a hleſſed day, or day, that brings a bleſ- 
ſing with it 10 him, who is fate agued by 
EO toils and ſervices 1. for reſt is is, ſect ta, 
be mis PW. ha L debe. 


„ bonn. 


[#5] 

that 4 day of recollection, ſelf: *converſe, 
feligivus worthip; and attention to our 
proper intereſts, as reaſonable and account- 
able creatures, muſt alſo be a bleſſed day; 
or a day that would be highly ſerviceable 
to the true welfare and happineſs of man- 
kind. And God's bleſſing the ſeventh day 
18, 1 apprehend, nothing more. than his 
| declaring, that he intended the obſerva- 
tion of it, for the purpoſes he ordained, 
ſhould be attended with the greateſt ad- 
vantages; or, chat ĩt ſhould be a truly chear- 
ful feſtal day, and celebrated with; joy and, 
| gladneſs ; 3 2 day of reftcſhment for the 
minds and bodies of men, from all the 
uſual labours and ſervices of life, as well. 
2s of reſt to the whole brutal creation, and 
that chey might enj o proper relaxation» 
from the druggerics to which natufe and 
providence | ſeem to have condemned hem. 


1 i. : o 


Ap therefore us Godt; [fed the de 


day. fo be alſo ſantti ified it. Whatever be 
the pri imaty ſenſe of the original word, 
nr churn render Jantt; hs it is generally 


Tal) uſed 
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things and days to religious purpoſes, and 


L161 
uſed to ſignify, the ſeparatibn of perſdns, 


te appropriating them from all common 
uſes to ſacred ſervices. Thus we read of 
fantlifying a feſtival *, or, as we render it; 
keeping it holy ; and ſantifying a faſt F, i. ei 
ſeparating a day to the facred ſervices of 
faſting, confeſſion and humiliation,” And 
In like manner the tabernacle and all its 
ſurniture' were ſanctifled, as they were ſes 


|. parated and appropriated to the worſhip 
of God, from all common ot profane uſes 
whatſoever. And God is ſaid to fondZify 


his people t, i. e. to ſeparate them to him - 
ſelf from all other nations of the earth, to 
de a peculiar people, by thoſe diſtinguiſh 
ing. facred rites they were to obſerve, and 
eſpecially. by keeping thoſe fibbaths which 
be had appointed them. In like manner, 


when God. is faid to ſanfiff" the ſabbath; 
: upon his fmiſhing the creation, it moſt cet- 


ainly meals, his ſeparatitig tr day from 
all thoſe common uſes,” and ſecular pura 
poſes, in „nnch all the other days of the 


0 740 * man, 
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“ "week 


** 
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week might be uſed, and intending it to 


be obſerved as a day ſacred to himſelf, 
and employed in thoſe ſervices, that have 

a more peculiar and immediate reference 
to his worſhip ; juſt as the tabernacle, and 
all its apparatus. were not only exempted. 
from all profane or common uſes, but ap- 


plied and appropriated wholly and folely 


to the ſolemnities of God's ſervice. This 
is the plain and evident ſenſe of the ori- 
ginal word, we render fanftify, and that 


the ſeventh day ſhould be thus ſanctified 


by us, according to God's original ap- 


| xaos my be made appear : 


| . n the nature of this eiginal i in- 


ſtitution. The ſacred hiſtorian informs us, 


That God bad ended lis work on the ſeventh 
day, and that the reaſon why. he bleſſed 
and ſanctified it was, bectuſe that in it be 


| had reſted from all bis work, which he created 


and made. So that the ſeventh day was a 


day of xeſt to God, in which he ceaſed 


from every farther work of creation; and 
therefore his denen and ſandifying it is 
5 his 


f * 
17 
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1 48] 
Bs WP plbaing that day from all ſervile 
Workes, and the common oceupations in 
which men are engaged, that it might be 
a bleſſed day to mankind, a day of per- 
petual reſt and refreſhment. And when 
God revived the obſervation of a ſeventh 
day of reſt amongſt the Jews, which had 
been probably in a great meaſure, or 
wholly forgotten or loſt, and bound it on 
them by a a perpetual law; he urges this 
very reaſon” for it, that he himſelf in fox 
days made beaven and earth, and on the ſe- 
venth . be reſted and "was refreſhed s. And 
this reſt, to which God ſeparated, or ap- 
propriated the ſeventh day, he intended 
ſhould be univerſal, or for the benefit of 
men and beaſts; for if men are to reſt 
from all their labors, tis certain they can- 
not employ their cattle in them. God 
herein kindly extended his compaſſion to 
the brute creation, by appointing them 
ſuch a weekly reſt from their daily labours, 
a that they might have a proper ſca- 
ſon to recruite themſelves, and ne 


1 Rog, XXX, — 4 * 1 
more 
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119 
more uſeful, to their owners. For thus 
runs the command to the Jews : Six days 
ſhult thou do thy awork, and on the ſeventh day 
| thou ſhalt reſt, that thine ox and thine aſs may 
reſt, and the fon of thy handmaid, and the 
Hanger may be refreſhed *. But then 


2. Faxrurn, as this ſeventh day was 
to be a ſabbath, or day of reſt, God's 
ſanctifying it farther implies, his ſeparat- 
ing it as a day, of reſt holy to himſelf; 
for ſanctification, as applied to perſons, or 
things, or times, generally in the ſacred 
writings means, appropriating or conſecrat- 
ing it to God, and to ſuch uſes as pecu- 
liarly relate to him, and the ſolemnities of | 
his worſhip... If he appointed it as a day 
of reſt from labour, unqueſtionably he ne- 
ver intended it as a, day for intemperate 
and criminal gratifications, from which 
men ought to reſt every day and hour of 
their lives: Not for a day of idle and un- 
meaning amuſements, eſpecially when they 
are made the proper employment and bu- 
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firiels of all the reſt of our days; beeauſe 


all thoſe diverſions and pleaſures, which 


diffipate reflection, engroſs the heart, waſte 


our time, and unfit us for the moſt ſerious 


duties and ſervices of life, are always im- 


proper and (criminal, a real reproach to 


thoſe who indulge to them, and abſolutely 
irreconcileable with their true intereſt and 
happyneſs ; and therefore unlawful at all 


times; 5 and peculiarly ſo on that part of 
„5 time, Which God hath appropriated 
to his own uſe and ſervice: Not for a day 


of flothful indolence, and thoughtleſs in- 


activity, which can never be the duty and 


intereſt of reaſonable beings, made for re- 
flection, who' have concerns of importance 
every day to manage, duties of publick 9 
private life "continually to practice, and to 
which they! ſhould attend, to preſerve them- 
ſelves from thoſe temptations and ſnares 
to. which idleneſs expoſes men, and the 
commilhon of thoſe ſins, which probably 
wh ſcarce ever would have thought of, 
hac they had any proper and” uſeful” em- 


: rene to en gage their thoughts and 


cares, 
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cares. The reſt therefore, which God ap- 
pointed to be obſerved on the ſabbath 
day, is not a mere ceſſation from the ſe- 
cular concerns of life, to do nothing, or 
what is worſe than nothing; but ſuch a 
reſt, as is relative to God himſelf, and is 
conliſtent with his appropriating it as a 
day of reſt to himſelf ; ſuch a day of ceſ- 
ſation from the affairs of the world, as 
gives us leaſure for the Services of religion 
and virtue, and for remembring the works 
and benefits of God, with pleaſing adora- 
tion and joyful gratitude. And this leads 

us to obſerve farther, - „ 


3. THAT this day of reſt was certainly 
appointed as a ſtanding and perpetual me- 
morial, that God created the heavens and 
the earth in ſix days; the heavens with all 
their hoſt, and the earth with all her ful- 
neſs, and the inhabitants thereof; and that 
by preſerving in the minds of men a firm 
| belief, and habitual ſenſe of God's being the | 
univerſal creator and father, he might pre- 
vent their ling: into the fatal error of po- 

189 | lycheiſin, 
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ide and us the "Is moon, 
wi ſtars, .which was the. moſt ancient ſpe⸗ 

cies of idolatry in the world, and gave riſe, 
as ignorance and ſuperſtition encreaſed, to 
the worſhip of innumerable other falſe. Gods, 
that had no pretenſion to deity, and adora- 
tion, and the, worſhip of whom was the re- 
proach and ſcandal of human nature. And 
to this the original inſtitution leads us; for 
to this the ſacred hiſtorian refers, when he 
tells us, That God Bleſſed the ſeventh day, and 
fanttified it. For what reaſon ? Why becauſe 
that in it be had refted from all his work, which 
God created and made. Now for whoſe fake 


did God ſanctify this day, becauſe he reſted 


on it from all the works of creation? Was 
it to put himſelf in remembrance that he 
was the creater.of the World? The thought 
is abſurd and unworthy of God. He need 
ed no memento of what his power, wiſdom 
and goodneſs; had produced. Who then. 
was to be kept in mind of this great and 
amazing tranſaction? Why the whole family 
of mankind on earth, WhO were: liable to 
forget this ! e N . to looſe the gs 
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tion of the one only living and true God, the 
univerſal cauſe, and who made all things 
out of nothing by the word of his power; 
and who, if they loſt the knowledge of this 
fundamental truth, could not but be per- 
verted into the moſt ſhameful and perni- 
cious miſtakes, both with reſpect to the 
object of theit adoration, and the method 
of ee him. 0 0 


Tur chriſtian: ſabbath, or: a of reſt 
which is, the firſt day of the werk, and 
the original day, as I apprehend, that God 
appointed as the day of reſt; which was 

5 certainly the firſt day of Adam's firſt week, 
and from which all his computations of 
days and weeks and years muſt certainly 
begin; the day from whence the very date 
of the finiſhed creation muſt commence; 
this hath a ſecond great and glorious event 
to be commemorated on it, that equally 
diſplays the manifold wiſdom, the exceed- 
ing greatneſs of the power, and the ama- 
|  - Bigg riches of the compaſſion and grace of 

God. | Far the” work of redemption was 
finiſhed © 
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finiſhed on it, by the glorious reſurrection 
of the Son of God to life and immorta- 
lity, and to be 4 prince and a ſaviour, to 
give repentance to Iſrael, and the forgiveneſs 
of fins. So that this day is the memorial 
of the old and new creation ; the day in 
which we are to remember God as the 
maker of the world, and the redeemer of 
man; as bringing all nature into being 
out of nothing, and bringing his ſon out 
of the territories of death to the enjoy- 
ment of an heavenly and eternal life. 


: Bur how is this day to become a me- 
5 morial of theſe grand tranſactions ? The 
day itſelf will. do us no, good, unleſs we 
remember the-end of its appointment, or 
if we ſpend it without reflection, or in 
amuſements that diſſipate all ſerious ones, 

and that put God and his works quite out 
of our minds; or in irregular and cri- 
minal . - gratifications, and luxurious in- 
dulgences, which diſaffect men to all {c- 
rious thoughts, and indiſpoſe them for 
eee with that infinitely. gracious, and 
bdbeleſſed 
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blefied being, who ſtretched the heavens 


over us, and laid the foundations of the 
earth ; who broke the bonds of death, 
and cauſed his ſon to triumph over him 
that had the power of it, and thereby de- 
clared him, when he thus brought him 
into the world, to be his firſt born, and 
| the heir of all things. Tis we therefore 
who, in obedience to God's inſtitution, 
muſt make this day of reſt a memorial of 
theſe aſtoniſhing works of God, by recol- 
lecting them ourſelves, by celebrating his 
praiſes as the almighty benevolent creator 
and redeemer, by devoutly and publickly | 
that 42 bim, and for him all 
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commemorations. A truly teligious and 
good man will remember cheſe works of 
God, with becoming devotion and plea- 
fare in ſecret every day he lives. But the 
fabbath is a feſtival to the Lord, and there- 
fore ſhould" be obſerved” with publick re- 
joicing and thankſgiving. - All ſhould: in 
common unite” their grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the author of nature, and the 
fither of mercies, and every one, of every 
daf and rank, ſhould be taught by the 
common voice, what great things God 
Hath done, and what that diſpoſition and 
| obedience they ſhould cheriſh and pay in 
return for them. Was every one left to 
himſelf,” to his own reflections, without 
any publick inſtruction and example to 
inform and animate him, to put him in 
mind what he was to think of, and how 
he was to expreſs his gratitude and praiſes; 
the things themſelves to be recollected on 
the day of reſt would ſoon be forgotten, 
and every uſeful improvement of ſuch re- 
collection intirely loſt. The generality of 
mankind have neither on leaſure, nor tlie ca- 


pacity, 


„ 
pacity, nor the inclination, to reaſon ſtrict-· 
ly, and argue cloſely ; to trace out the 
footſteps of God in his works, to form 
right ſentiments of his perfections, as the 
creator and redeemer-of the world, or of 
that worſhip which they ought to pay him 
under theſe: ſacred, and adoreable charac- 
ters. They want inſtruction and example 
to inform and guide them; tis not to be 
expected that they will ever grow religi⸗ 
ous, and tolerably virtuous without it; and 
| were our ſabbaths to be univerſally ne- 
| gletted, and the ſacred ſolemnities of thoſe 
days to be intirely laid aſide, what would 
be the certain effect, that would in a little 
while take place? Ignorance and barba- 
riſm- 1 ſoon over ſpread the generality 
of our people, the worſt ſuperſtitions and 
idolatries would enſlave them, the moſt 
deteſtable i impieties and immoralities would 
ſoon prevail amongſt them, and being freed 
from the, fears of God they would ſoon 
learn to deſpiſe human autority and laws, 
and by their diſorders. and profligate man- 
ners diſturb the peace, and ſhake the foun- 
©» Ip dations 
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adtions of human ſociety. And theitfos 
government hath with the greateſt prudence 
appointed the obſervation of the ſabbath 
for the ſolemnities of publick worthip, 
and that all degrees of men may have the 
benefit of inſtruction. And give me leave 
to obſerve, that government hath a right 
to exact this obſervation, provided it leaves 
all perſons to their liberty of worſhiping 
God, in ſuch a manner, as their own conſei- 
ences ſhall direct them, and joyning in thoſe 
forms of worſhip, which their judgments 
151 them to comply with. For tho the 
iKates 'of, conſcience are facred and i in. 
violable, yet no man can pretend con- 
ſeience for not worſhiping God at All, 
addon declaring | himſelf incapable of gv 
ing any ſecurity to ſociety for his good 
5 haviour, | and fidelity to "the Fe 
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Bur then as this 1s die bre) 4 feß 
tival day, on which all men are called joy- 
fully to commemorate thoſe” to great 
Works of God, ereatlon and redemption 3 


and 
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and appointed for the refreſhment of our 
on minds from the cares, and our bo- 
dies from the labours of life, and our ſer- 
vants and cattle from their reſpective ſer- 
vices on other days; ſo let me obſerve, 
that there is nothing in the original inſti- 
tution that leads us to practice on it the 
rigid ſeverities of a faſt, to cloath ourſelves 
with a ſour aſpect, to become unconverſe- 
able, to ſpeak of nothing but what is of 
_ @ religious nature, to do nothing but what 

is an act of devotion, or ſo to perpetuate 
and lengthen out the ſervices of religion 
on them, as to render them tireſome and 
fateguing both to the mind and body of 
thoſe who perform them, diſguſtful and un- 
pleaſing to thoſe who engage in them, and 
ſo as to make the ſerious and profitable at- 
tention to them almoſt impracticable. 
[SOME have carried this matter to an 
unreaſonable heigth, and made the Lord's 
day the moſt tedious and undeſireable one 
in the whole week; whereby they have 
| 4 many. againſt the day itſelf, wy 
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the neceſſary ſervices of it. L cannot help 
calling this an unwarrantable ſuperſtition, 


for which there is no foundation in reaſon. 

or revelation. The focial duties of piety 

in families are neceſſary every day, and 
Ae no truly religious man will ne- 
glect them on the Lord's day, but per- 
form them in ſuch a manner, as ſhall ren- 
der them moſt pleaſing and proſitable to 
himſelf, and all who are about him. And 
ſuch as ate involved in fecular affairs all 


tte reſt of che week, will, if they are wiſe; 


devote ſome part of this day to affairs of 
an higher kind ; to reflection, ſelf-converſe; 
the correcting their errouts, the eſtabliſh1< 
ing their beſt reſolutions and diſpoſitions; 
the guarding themſelves more effectually 
againſt the ſhares of life, and the corrup- 
tions of the world, and improving their 
diſpoſitions for the happyneſs of the life 
to come.” But publick worſhip,” and the 
ſolemp acknowledlgment of Cod, as the 
- ErEator' and redeemer of the world, is an 
eſtentlal, indeed the principal and diſtin- 
* part of the ſanctiftcatiam of this | 
| day, 


* 
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day, as injoined by the original inſtitutions 
And when we have ſeriouſly. engaged in 
theſe ſervices, what have we to do, but 


to be thankful to God, ꝑleaſed with our- 
ſelves, and chearful in our families; and 
Lee nothing in the day, or the original 
manner of ſanctifying it, that ſhould de- 
bar me from au kind of chearful con 
verſation, becoming a good man, that is 
conſiſtent vñith the worſhip; I have been 
engaged in, and that doth not tend to 


ware of my good impreſſions, or unfit me 


bor the future duties of my OW 1 
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As what 3 3 can bed | 
be againſt ſuch an obſervation of the Lord's 


l ns, to the celebration, of 


this feſtival, i in honour of the eternal God, 
the creator of the worlds, and the re- 
deemer of ſinful men? Is any one weak 


oenqugh to imagine there is no God? It is 
d thing impoſſible to be proved, and the 


whole frame of nature is a demonſtration - 


A 8 | of 
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of the conttary. If there be a God, in- 
finite perfection muſt be worthy the higheſt 
veneration and eſteem; the univerſal fa 
ther ſhould- be thought of by his reaſon= 
able offspring; the great Lord and gover- 
nor ef all things ſhould in the moſt pub- 
lick manner be confeſſed and adored; and 
all the favours of providence and grace 
acknowledged with the warmeſt thankful- 
neſt-ard'gratityde; . e. God:ſhould-be fo- 
lemmy and univerſally worſhipped. And 
is there any thing more pleaſing to a mind 
under the full influence of reaſon, and 
thoſe diſpoſitions and affections that beſt 
become our condition, and are peculiarly | 
fuitable to our natures and characters? As 
infidelity is abſurd, impiety muſt be folly, 
and the negle&t and contempt of God and 
his worſhip is a feal diſtraction and mad- 
neſs. Why then ſhould there not be paid 
2 ſerious regard to that day, which i is ap- 
propriated by human and divine autorfty 
to this facred ſerrice? Where can men 
better be than in the houſe of prayer and 

praiſe? Or what can they be better em. 


ployed 
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— in, than in paying their homage 
and addreſſes to the ſupream ſovereign of 


the univerſe ?. Are the greateſt of men 
above it? Not one of them is exempted 
from his inſpection and government, and 
if they enjoy ſuperiour advantages of birth 
and honours and fortunes, their obligations 
are greater, and they have peculiar reaſons 
for thankſgiving and praiſe. . Reverence 
for God hath ever been thought a neceſſary, 
and high ingredient in a great character; it 
cloaths with a dignity that no external 
circumſtances can give, and creates a ve- 
neration, autority and eſteem, that nothing 
without it is capable of producing. Why 
then ſhould this day be appropriated to the 


cares of life, and the management of our ſe- 


cular affairs, which God intended to eſta- : 


blich and imptove it? But have men nothing 
elſe to do, but to be thoughtful about a world, 


the faſkion-of which is continually paſſing way, 


and the intereſts of this life, which is at 


beſt but ſhort, and always precarious? 
What, have they no views beyond their 
bodies, and the conveniences of it 7 How 
then arc they better than bruites, or what . 
| 1 F Wo 


a 

| HthefG in Wile colt üs kin Föid hem 
from the loweſt and meaneſt of them? 
Shall we give it up to indolence, pleaſure 
and diverſion? How uſeleſs, how contemp- 
_ tible is a life ſpent in a perpetual round 
of "theſe inſighificant trifles, which are ne- 
ver juſtiſiable, but as neceflary and tem- 
porary reliefs from the great concerns of 
life, and always criminal, when they are 
made the main buiſyneſs, and conſtant em- 
ployment of it. I mention not the wretches, 
who give up themſelves on this day to a 
more free indulgence of their vices,” and 
know no other uſe of the reſt to which it 
_ ts appropriated, than to ſeduce others to 
become as deſperately wicked as themſelves. 
How much more rational à part would 
men act, how much more provident \ would 


|  they' be for themſelves,” and how much 


more would they conſult the national ho- 
nour, proſperity and peace, If all in their 
teſpective ſtations,” would pay the honour 
that is due to this day, and obſerve it for 
che purpoſes to which God ordained it 
yn che Wing of * world ? If ot 
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Princes and nobles, if the great and rich 
others by their own. practice, and autority _ 
to the ſolemn aflemblics, and a reverential 
regard to the inſtitutions of divine worſhip + | 
If the! men of buſineſs and commerce 
vy quld diſmiſs for a day their worldly, con · 
dcerns, turn their thoughts to nobler ob- 
jecto and cares, and by publiekly expreſ- 
ling their reverenee and ſubmiſſion to- 
wards: God, la p for themſelves a guad founs 
dation againſt the time to come, and ſtrive. to 
increaſe in thoſe true riches, which neither 
thro" and: ſteal +, If the' maſters: of families 
proper andindeeent liberties at home, from 
houſes of publick reſort abroad, and oblige 
them to attend with themſelves on thoſe 
publick ſervices of religion, where they will 
at leaſt be ſafer from corruption, and where 
probably they may receive ſome good, and 
learn to behave better in their reſpectiye 
ſtations, and become leſs dangerous, and 
more * to the publick: And finally, 

© .Þ CHE. . Wt 
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ir tinagiſtrates, [val exert with pu · 
dence and vigour their autority, execute 
the laws of their country, wiſely enacted 
to prevent the profanations of this day, 
againſt all incortigible offenders, and ens 
courage thoſe, who out of a regard to re- 
ligion; and the national welfare, would if 
they can reform them; or if not, bring 
them to juſtice, to hinder them from open- 
ly inſulting the autority of the laws, be- 
coming publick - grievances and nuſancey, 
and inveigling the unwary to pleaſure, vice, 
and certain deſtruction: Then W 
expect to ſee religion gradually floriſh, and 
the peace and proſperity of theſe nations 
eſtabliſhed upon ſuch a foundation, as the 
nature of things, and the providence of 
| — Waren, 
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DIS'COURSE I. 


TON . In ns. 


ov will obſerve from what I have 
faid: - . 


. 1. Tuar 1 eirry the original of 


z 4 CY 


11 10 thi 8 reaſon 1 think it intended by G | 
for petal obſervation, as a memorial 
for himſelf as the univerſal creator, thro? 
out all ages of the world even to the end 
of f it. 7 confeſs that were it an appoint- 
ment only of the Moſaick law, I ſhould 
think k di ſpenſed with, as a chriſtian, 
rom obſerving 1 it ; becauſe that the whole 
lay is aboliſhed by the death of Chriſt, 
in all its inſtitutions whatſoever, except 
the 1 moral part of them ; : which ſtill carry 
with them an unrelaxed obligation ; not be- 
| cauſe they are parts of the woe law, but 
becauſe they are in their 'own nature of 


| oak force, But as the ſanctification 
of 


FFF 
4 $6 fabbath,, or the ſeparate, of it ty 

a memorial for God as creator, was ap- 
pointed by God himſelf, upon his finiſn- 
ing the creation, above 2000 years before 
the giving the law of Moſes; the ahrogat 
tion of chat law by Chriſt cannot diſannul 
this previous conſtitution of God, nor take 
away our obligation to obſerve it for that 
purpoſe, which it was originally intended 
to anſwer. And tho there are ſome who 
think that the obſervation of the ſabbath 
was not appointed till the, time of Moles, 
and that What is ſaid of it in my text is 
ſaid; by way of anticipation, yet the ſup⸗ | 
poſition hath, nothing to. ſupport it. The 
account. is natural. and connefted as we 
have it. God's reſting on. the. ſeventh. day, 
and bleſſing and ſanctifying it, ſtand in 1 
cleſe a relation to each other, and give 0 
eaſy an account of the proceeding af God 
in this. important tranſaction, as leaves no 
wom ſor ſuſpicion, that the account is in- 
troduced ,before. the fat it relates, to ac- 
qually took. Place. And if the reaſon. 150 
God's Gadifying the:ſabbath- 8 reſt 
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1 his works, no time could be 7 
proper to command this ſanctification, as 
that in which he did actually reſt from all 
his ene enen ee Ae 


IL Tus br which God bleſſed 
and ſanctified the ſabbath, and for which 
we are-to obſerve it, is of 'a moral Nature, 
and of perpetual and unalterable obligation; 
thro! all ages and nations of the world. 
God ſanctiſia the ſeventh day, becauſe that int 
it be reſted from all his werks. The day of 
. feſt therefore, according to its original in- 
| Ritution, is a memorial of God's creating! 
the world in fix days, and then _—_ or 
ceaſing to create any thing more. A me- 
morial to whom ? Why to dive? ' to whom 
only in this world it could be a memorial. 
ie." It was inſtituted for man, that he by 
continually reſting on it might always Few 
member that God reſted, after he Had 
created heaven and earth, and was theres 
fore the creator of both, and to be ac-: 
kndwledged and worſhiped as ſuch. Now' 
the remembtance and ſolemn 2 f 
25 1 | God, 


_ 904] 
God, under this great and glorious: cha- 
racer, is a duty of natural ;xeligion, in- 
trinſically reaſonable and fit in itſelf, and 
can never ceaſe. to be a duty, whilſt: we 
have reaſon to recollect his being, perfec- 
tions and works, and capacities to offer 
him a rational homage and adoration. In 
like 1nanner; if God be our redeemer as well 
as Creator, if he ſaved us by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and if the truth and efficacy of the whole 
ſeheme of redemption muſt. ſtand or fall 
with the certainty of his reſurrection; then 
the frequent recollection of God's inſinito 
goodneſs in our ſalvation by his ſon, and 
that glorious event of his riſing triumphant 


ttrom death and the grave 3 is a duty of 


the higheſt importance, founded in the 
eternal reaſon. of things, and tlie obliga - 
tion to which can never ceaſe, and which 

there ean be no poſſible reaſon ſor abro- 


gating to the end of the world. -Vtake- 


no notioe here of that other end of the 
inſtitution of the ſabbath, as a day of reſt 
andrefreſhment for our ſervants:and cattle 3 
KILLER is of a. oral nature, and to 
88 n which 


[1431], 
which the laws'of jniige r bug 


Fer N e gie, 


| 40, 1 Would; 1 Wo that if 
this. remembrance of God as creator and 
redeemer, be thus a moral duty, of cer-. 
tain and perpetual obligation, it neceſſatily 
follows, that there muſt, be proper {caſong, 
and opportunities. for doing, it ;; for a mor 
ral obligation to; diſcharge any duty, is a 
moral obligation ta ſet apart ſome time for; 
doing it; and to ſet apart ſome ſtated and. 
particular: times, if it be a duty of a pub-; 

lick nature, and in which ſociety, as as ſuch, 
is to bear its part ; becauſe, without ſuch. 
ſettled and appointed times, there can ne- 
ver be thoſe ſolemn aflemblies, which are 
neceſſary to conſtitute any actions ſocial 

and publick. The ſeventh day was bleſſed, 
of God; ſet apart as a ſacred feſtival, , in 
which man was to be bleſſed, and happy 
in reſting from bis labours, and to bleſs, 
and magnify God the , and all 3 


of publick Ft and gladnck, in which 
525 1 ſocieties, 


8 * 4 


7 
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ſocieties, ac fuch, | give; and. join. io. ſama 
common expreſſions and evidences of their 
Joys on. the occaſion for which the feſtival 
is celebrated:;- and if it be on a religious 


proper and common evidence-of this Joy, 
| that ſociety can manifeſt, is by aſſemblies for 
the more ſolemn adoration and praiſes of 
God. And therefore the ltr of the 


ſabbath, which is a feſtival to be celebrated | 


in honour of God, for thoſe two moſt 
| lotions. of all his works, the creation of 


2 gon and the DOES. ae 


7 . en be 8 nd a6 


heating the Almighty power, and infinite 

ogdnel of God, in theſe truly amaſing 
tranſRiqns. But it is impoſlble this.can 
| be dane without, ſtated ſeaſons for it, which 
therefore, are as negeflary as the duties as 
ee on, ther, Farther, 


NV. tr theſe fixed” ſeafons' and en 
_ mblic lies are necellay to the due celebre— 
> nga tion 


an 1 


— a feſtival ſacred to God, the only 


i 


} 


6 


[ 


men 'ſtaredly to recollect thoſe"great im 


| Have been no fienOrial of chem 2 
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ten df this Gacred feſtival,” they riuſt be 
the appointment of ſome proper and corn- 
petent autority; and that autority muſt be 
divine or human, Divine autority wil 
carry with it an obligatioh, that all will 


allow y the forcb of, and is what will or 


ſhduld end all debate concerning the pro» 
_ priety of it. And this autority I think 


we have in this ancient” fanctification or 
the ſabbath by God himſelf. Ne well 
knew what would de the fitteſt ſeaſons for 


portant facts and truthis, which the 
being” and eontittuance of religion in the 
world depended and chat Rad this bern 
left to the Uſſeretion"#d choice of inen 
themſelves,” w cares und — 
would Toon have ade chern 1 
tentive to the fiets, and the obti 
refülting from them; hat there 


Bl 
pointed, 
no fixed ſolemn feftivil for the celebration. 
of them, by an nniverfal autoritatjye_ con, 


Teht; in which "ll would have ahteed 3 dt 
that it would not have-f6- frequent) re. 
G 2 | turned, , 


_ 
t6rfed;” 28. Was hectffary 46:perpttiiate thi 
{for of 419 inſtitution g be te lioneſs 
Aue ſenſe of his being the univerſal creator 
Aud governnur: of the world. And theres 
Fore he himſelf, as the wiſe and benevos 
lent father: of mankind; bleſſed and fanes 
| the: f&yenth day, as'- 4 perpetual ſo⸗ 
Jnthniep id hobour of himſelf, that he might 
be remetabered as the only living and true 
God, «the author! of nature and the father 
of mankind; and bn that day continually 
Teceive: the: grateful acknowledgments and 
thankfgivings. of his reaſonable. (creatures, 
And this conſtitution was ſo carly, as that 
che ſirſt day that Adam faw:was this feſtival 
el the. creation, and he entred the world 
| en that ſolemnity, which was ſacred to 

8 praiſe., 80 that the obſerva- 
tion of the Abbach Hands upon the ap- 
pointment and autority of God . himſelf, 
; and is therefore tobe; obſerved as à day of 
rest fm worldly cares, fpom ſecular la- 
Hours, from diſſipating ſollies, and: from 
eriminal and guilty indulgenees;-.in honour 
N God 2755 n A remembrance. of 
| . Chriſt's 


-» 
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Uhriſt s reſurtection, and in all thoſe pubs 


lick and private exerciſes of devotion, and 
in all thoſe good works, that are ſuited to 

our natures, characters and ſtations, and 
can be performed conſiſtent with our cirs 
cumſtances, and the making religion a plea- 
ſing and profitable ſervice. And that this 
is the true method of ſanctifying our ſab- 
bath appears from the direction, that God 
gives his ancient people, concerning the 
manner in which they were to obſerve 
| heirs. \ They were tö Turn awiy ther foor 
from the Jabbibth from doing their pleaſure vn 
bis" holy-: day, tbey were to call &, i. e. to eſ- 
teem = uſe! it as 4 blight; as a daytof 
religious ſatisfaction and pleaſure; 2be holy 
. —— and od honour 
— \pleaſure, e their oum 
unt, i. e. they were utterly to abſtain 
From: ſecular employments, From luxurious 
Andulgences; from irregular: gratifications, 
-anid from ſpeaking, as they too often dil, 
* n 3 as an nen 


- - * ng 


„ — 
x * \ * » 
Sw 4 i 
"GT | able 


- 


paring wa. — to 
nen and away wiſhing 
that it was"over; when it came; - Theſe 
_ were their own; words; us Amos deſcribes 
chem. ben with the ſabbath de gonr, rhat 
date fo Jardin, lng ar an 


ade 8c that there is no expreſs precept 


in che writings of the New Teſtament th 
_ enjoiti the obſervation. of the-Logd's, day: 
Bat it will abundantly obrinte the objec» 
ion to obſerve, that there was no manner 
of need of it: and that if chiſtianity doth 
not abrogate the obſervatiom of it, it if 
joitis'it. The poſpel difannols only what 


| wb appointed: by God, for the univerfill 


abſcryation of munkind, from the begin 


: ging of, the world: "The taddifluta ef 


Ame Wi. 3. 
77 1 : E 
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7 8 * 
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wab-peculiar w the Jews, but nwthitig that 


U 472]: 


the: ſabbath... or firſt day, of the week, was 
immediately proclaimed upon the finiſhing 
the creation, for moral, ends and purpoſes ; 
and therefore can never. be diſpenſed with, 
whilſt the Tan, of its obſeryation remains; 
or at leaſt, till i be cxprefaly repealed by 
the. fame high and fupream autority that, | 
_ enacted it. And che only inference that 
cap. be made from the abrogation, of the 
Jewid, fabbath, which was the ſeventh, 
day of the werk, and appointed the Jews 
* mark of diſtinction from all other 

nations, is this: That when that diſtinc- 
| þ Was for ever to ceaſe, the original ; 
day, the firſt day of the natural week, 

which, from... the creatian God ſanCifigd 
for the common. abſervation , of all men, 
+ thould. reſume, its place, and become again 
the feſtival, of the yearld ; in which all 

| pations, tongacs and languages ſhould unite 
In, paying their ſolemn adorations to the 
all 


he, er 
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. r primitive ehurckr obſerved te 
— great ſolemnity, on both the ac 
counts that I have mentioned; prohibiting 
all ptocredings at law, all ſecular employ= 
ments, all publick games, or ſhews, or 
ludicrous recreations 3 and in ſhort almoſt 
every thing; but what was of real neceſſity” 
of mercy,” or which if not done, might be 
attended with ſome great incofweniencies; 
that chere might be a more ſerious atten- 
tion to the inſtitutions of publick worſhip: 
Not chat they obſerved the Lord's day with 
the preciſeneſs and rigidneſs of the Jews, 
or rendred it tedious and burthenſom dy 
ſeverities of religion, or long and unplea- 
fing exereiſes of devotion, or denied amy 
ſelves any thing neceffary to their refreſh- 
ment, or to the making it à proper fee 
val, a day of comfort, bleffing and rev 
jolcipg. It was à crime inthe primittoe 
cb Kone, aid that would have been pu- 
nihed ith excommüfibätion, to habe 
AREA on the Lord's day becauſe "tw 
quite perverting the nature and. end of it © 
as it Was originally intended for a day of 
mn | rational 


/ 
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rafiond, 3 joy and pleaſure, and: to promate 
the, happineſs and comfort of mankind. 
And therefore the great duty, which they 
on theſe days, was their conſtant regular 
attendence on the publick ſolemnities of 
worſhip, and pertaking in all the ſacred 
inſtitutions. of it. And indeed this is alb 
that any human autority, eccleſiaſtical or 
civil, can extend to; mens inward diſpo- 
fitions, and private behavicur in their ] I 
honſes and families, being ordinatily out of 
the reach of publick inſpection, and which 
as to religion can ſcarce be er by 
human law or rn EAT 
et $43d 5 
VI. Bur human autority can a certainly 
reach ſo far as to enforce an external re- 
peer ta be paid to this day, by command - 
ing and encouraging mens attendance on 
publick Worſhip, as their own conſciences 
ſhall ditect them i and even by prohibiting, _ 
and diſcouraging ſuch, as ſhall openly em 
Play themſelves either in their common. 
trades, or unneceſſary diverſions. in the 


n H time 


” 


” [50] 
time of: publick - ſervice # baute thereby 
caſe of Wee to perlons of religious 
Aa nod 1121) er AT Bios a 
— W the kws of Buga 
n forbid all carriers, waggoners, 
carmen, wainmen, and drovers, from tra- | 
. velling, and all butchers from killing or 
ſelling meat on the Lord's day; all tradeſ- 
men, artificers, workmen, labourers, all 
— whatlbever, from doing 'or-exerci- 
ſing any worldly labour, buſineſs or work 
af cheir ordinary callinga, on any parts of 
the Lord's day; and all. perſons: wharſo- 
_ v« ever from publickly crying, ſhewing forth, 
expoſing to ſale any wares, merthandiſes, 
fruits, horde, goods and ehattfes : Whitho- 
Cd, mocpt "ſome fewo things, chat by 
kerping would be liable te ebrfuption. 
Ceſſes on it, and if ſbrwed declare ther to 
be woid; and alſo all games called cytes, 
dice, caſting of the ſtone, down ſdot- 
ball, and other lach ünthrifty games as 


1] 
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the, 49s, call them ; and proper * 


are appointed for the violation of the ſaid 


prohibitions. It is allo, by the ſame au- 
tority of parliament provided, that all and 


every perſon whatſoever, ſhall, on every 


Lord's day, apply themſeves to the obſer- 
vation of the ſame, by exercifing them- 
ſelves thereon in the duties of piety and 
true religion, publickly and privately; and 
there are ſtatutes ſtill in force, that ſub- 
jectꝭ thoſe, who needleſsly abſent themſelves 


_ church. to certain n penile. 


Ja Tip als. KILLS for our enn 
cheir acceſſion to the throne, to recommend 
and enjoin by proclamation the religious 
ohſeryation of this ſacred day; and in that 
publithed by his preſent Majeſty, he ſtrictly 
enjoins and prohibits. all his ſubjects, of 


Alg degree -6r, quality whatſocver, from 
Playing on the Lord's day, at dice, cards, 
c ey other game game 
publick or private, houſes, or other place 

or places whatſoever, and requires and 
24 e How decently and reveryatly 
dell n to 


whatſoever, either in 


[ 52 ] 
to attend. the worſhip. of God on every 
Lord's day; and | ſtrictly charges all officers 
eccleliaſtical and civil, to be vigilant and 
ſtrict in the diſcovery. and effectual proſe- 
cution and puniſhment of all perſons, ho 


mall be Zullty of the rennen of the 
Lord $ tay. 


e 


Aub I carinot alſo help obſerving) that by 
the 14th canon of 1603, all perſons with- 
in the church of England are required to 
celebrate and keep the Lord's day, com- 
monly called Sunday, according to God's 
holy will and pleaſare, and the orders of 
the church of En gland, preſcribed in that 
behalf, 1. e. In hearing the word of God 
read and taught, in private and -publick 
prayers, in acknowledging their offences | 
to God, and amendment of the ſame, in 

reconciling themſclves charitably to their 
neighbours, in often times receiving tho 
communion, in viſiting the poor and e 
| uſing all | godly a and ſober Fonverfition.: 


dro fri 


Ap to mention no . in the Ho- 
mily, f the time and — of worſhip, which 
ought . 


tion of the Lord's day. The doctrine and 


1 

ovghit to have ſome regard paid to it by 
— members of the eſtabliſhed church, we 

re taught: That God hath given expreſs 
— to all men, that upon the ſabbath 
day, which is now our Sunday, they ſhould 
ceaſe from all weekly and work day la- 
bour, to the intent, that like as God him- 


ſelf wrought fix days, and reſted the ſe- 


venth, and bleſſed and ſanctified it, and 
conſecrated it to quietneſs and reſt from 
labour; even ſo God's obedient people 
ſhould uſe the Sunday holily, and reſt from 


their common daily buſineſs, and alſo give 


themfelves wholly to heavenly. exerciſes of 
God's true religion and ſervice ; with many. 


other things of like nature to be found in 
ay fad . 


I; 


me you ſee, lg the civil autority, 
the eccleſiaſtical canon, and the avowed 


doctrine of the church of England, all 


conſpire to keep up the religious celebra- 


autority of the church expreſgly recom- 
1 and * it. The King's procla- 


mation 


l $4 1 

| mation enforces. it. The offices. 05 0 the 
| and | ate arr commanded to be 
ſtrict in the diſcovery, proſecntion'and pu- 
niſhment of all who profane it; and the 
autority of parlament renders this profa> 
nation penal. It is therefort but with an 
ill grace, that any, who glory in being 
the members of the church of England, 
ſhould, brow-beat and diſconntenance'ſach 
proſecutions, repreſent them as invidious 
things, and load thoſe, who act in con- 
formity to the law, and with a view to 
diſcourage profancneſs and immorality, with 
the odious. name of informers, and expoſe 
them to the publick hatred and contempt. 
A diflenter, who thus makes che lavro of 
the land, and the doctrine of the church 
the rule of his conduct, is a much better 
. churchman than he, who "boeaſting"inthe - 
| _ name, deſpiſes the doctrine of the church, 
and would prevent the diſcovery and pro- 
ſecution of thoſe offences, which both 
ach and 2 Land ·0 Nos 1 
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VII. Tan obſervation uf the Lord's day, 
alpecially for the putpoſes of publickly 
and dutics of. religion and morality ex- 
plained and inculcated, appears to me of 
the utmoſt importance, and conſequence 
td: the publick peace and welfare. If we 
look round us, and confider what Kind of 
perſons they are, who throw contempt up- 
on this day, and the publick inſtitutions 
of it, it will not make us chink very f- 
P vourably of their conduct, or be any temp- 
tation to a prudent perſon to imitate them. 
Thoſe of chis character in high” circhm- 
ſtanges in life, are they at all remarkable 
for knowledge, wiſdom, their piety to God, 
or cheir ſtrict virtue, for the decency and 
order of their families, and their extenſive 
uſefulneſi in the world? Are they not men 
of no principles, or Proffgate ones, whe 
diſcard every ching of 4 ſerious: nature, 
ho laugh at all religion as ſuperſtition 
aud impoſture ; men abandoned to füküury, 
immerſed in fenfuality; nd Ebbrf bf **k 
ſures more thin barry G As for theſe" 


PR. of 
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of low. life wie know what they are the 
ſeüin, the refuſe-of the earth, ignoraur 


and ſtupid, uncultivated, intractable, ſunk in- 
to all kind of impurities, fit to execute every. 


ſpecies of villany, guilty of the nioſt execra-: 


gamblers,” the whole train of lawleſs and 
deſperate ſioners, ſo habituatęd to and har-! 
dened in wickedneſs, as to be abſolutely: 
irrecoyerable to any thing virtuqus, praiſer, 

worthy and uſeful. | And hay, ſhould. it, 
be otherwiſe ? Literally many of them born, 
in fin, and ſhapen in iniquity, bred. up with-: 


out inſtruction, often incapable of reading: 


void of 8 diveſted of; principle: 


brought up from infancy to ſenſuality.and; 


© contempt of God; how can they;beigthers; . 
wiſe than deſperately wicked, and fit to 
perpetrate che greateſt crimes with greedi-; 
neſs and pleaſure? Theſe are the worthy... 
and excellent perſonages who. conſtantly, 
deſecrate the Lord's; day, and ar never... 
perhaps to: be found in the houſe of God. 
but. either to profane the ordinghces af.;it;; 
or to find makter fe e 


20 


ble crimes, gameſters, ſpendthrifts, thieves = 


11 
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to carry on fome purpoſe of . wickedneſs and 


villany. Had they been brought up to, a 
reverence for God, accuſtomed to the ſo- 
lemnities of his. worſhip, and taught to re- 


gard the Lord's day, as a day ſacred to re- 


ligion ; how yy of them might have 


CE -X## > 


| probably Werth 200d men, at leaſt not 


ſo. deſperately wicked; or in ſome meaſure 
uſeful to. ſociety, and without diſpoſition to 
corrupt others, and make them as finiſhed 
villains, and grievous nuiſances to ſociety as 


| themſelves. 


Fon theſe are the wretches who ke is in 2a 
wait to deceive, and by allurements of li- 


berty and pleaſure, to inveagle the i incauti- 


ous and unwary into their iniquitous and 
execrable myſteries. And what an oppor- 


tunity doth the permiſſion of ſuch wretches g 
to-ſtrowl on Sundays in companies, to prac- - 


tice-their deceitful diyerſions, or to collect 


themſelves together in houſes of ill fame; S ö 

I fay what an opportunity doth ſuch permiſ- 

bon „ rere to r "__ and draw 
into 


1 


0 un u erde die, whe Tor 


want of alt good education, or proper thu 
ſtraint from thoſe who odd take better 
Cate of tem; or, ho bfeaking thre" an 
the reſtraints of a vittudns one, Poiter ab ay 
that time they fhould ſpend in che church 
in wotthiping God, and hearing their duty 
explained to and inculcated upon them! 

Could meſe tamblings, at leaſt in time of 


=” Worſhip, be prevented; it would probably 


fave many from utter ruin; and Were can 
| ſeates be any other method bf doing it, 


but by clearing the fields round us, und 


the ſtreets of our city from all thoſe ven- 
ders and retaiters of che fordid meatis of 


be lüxuty, that ufftont our ws, 4nd 


Have long been a pubfick fcandat to Our 
mmaziſtracy; and dem Mott eucdeibents e 
_  Exptirce, which however iednHBera e hey 
may be in themſelves, yet art Wh other 


_ Things the eaſes, Mat esd mah inte thoſe 


des N ht ae en Wr G- 
5 1 * ar roch 5167 do dn 
85 Perun 
Wo 115 n e 

| wy upon the — of the Lord's day, 
yet 


ſ 
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yet the Very confeſſion of thoſe, who have 


been cut of | . by human juſtice for their 
crimes, that their firſt inlet to ruin hath 
been their neglect and violation of it, 
abundantly demonſtrates the wiſdom and 
neceſſity of preventing it, and enforcing 
the laws made for the reſtraint and puniſh- 
ment of thoſe, who dare contemn and pro- 
fane it. If with the ſuppreſſion of theſe ir- 
regularities, the magiſtrates of this city, 


and the neighbouring villages, would cauſe 


the proper officers diligently to inſpect the 


publiek houſes, prevent the reception of 


all forts of perſons during the time of dir 


vine ſervice in them, and puniſh in a proy 


chould he found ta harbour them; the con- 


ſequences would be ef unſpeakable ad 
vantage, many ingitements to vice and 


_ eaufes of ruin would be taken away, and 


cho who. now ire inticed frequently þy 
ſpendthrifts and profligates to waſte their 


time on the Lord's day in difarderly com- 


pany, and bouſes of entertainment, would 
er agen of. My Fae 


* 
nfine : 


6 


eonfine themſelves at home; in this firſt 
of which they might receive real good, 
and in the latter of which they would not 
grow ſo execrably wicked, as they now 
frequently do, by 'being left at liberty to 
20. e as they Mn, e 


1 cannor help alo marking ; on i this 
head, what I have 'often obſerved in the 
long courſe of my life, that the real in- 
fluence of true religion upon the hearts 


and lives of men hath been, more or leſs. 


in proportion, as they have continued their 
regard to the inſtitutions of divine wor- 


ſhip on the Lord's day, or as they have 


deen negligent and remiſs in their attend - 
ane on them. Some I have known, wo 
having, in the beginning of life, been 


brought up to a regular attendance on the 


publick ſervices of the houſe of God; have 
given the moſt hopeful indications of 2 
real piety, and been unblameable in every 
part of their converſation; who afterwards, 
by the ſnares of / buſineſs, company, di- 
e eee 6 prevailed 


10105 With 
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with to attend them but ſeldom; and at 


laſt intirely to forſake them; and who in 
conſequence of this have grown indifferent 
to all religion, have proceeded to diſcard 
the principles of it, and given in at length 
to all the ſenſualities and follies, they would 


once have thought of with indignation and 


abhorrence. And it may be looked upon 
as a certain truth, that when once the 
means of religion are diſcarded, the prin- 
ciples of it will be of no long continuance 
and influence ; and that when men ceaſe 


do attend the worſhip of God, they will 


rr er yes 7 


1 HAVE therefore long wiſhed, out of re- 
gard to the common intereſt of religion, the 
love I bear to mankind, and my concern 
for the peace and happyneis of the publick, 


chat ſome prudent method could be found 


vut to ſecure a due reverence to our ſabbaths, 
and the inſtitutions of publick worſhip. You, 
gentlemen, Who are of the revived ſociety 
for the reſormation of mahners, have the 
— the ſame good mo- 
ity, tives 


[64] 
tives, You — fibbaths, and 
are defirous to prevent others from profaning 
them. You do well in both, and may you 
grow in piety by the one, and have the 
countenance and encouragement of the wile, 
the 'goad, and wealthy in the other. If 
you can prevent the profanation you aim at, 
you will do ſervice to your country, and if 
magiſtrates will affiſt you, your labour will 
not he in vain. Vou have however a diſſi · 
eult work, aud you will be likely to find 
much oppoſition to it. But prudence and 
integrity will be your defence, and if you 
act by theſe roles, your own conſeienees, 
and the beſt of men wu Jury" and com- 


I mend vou. „— 


a 10. e: 


Vo will be, and are hed. ap to ah 
world, under the odious and invidious cha- 
racter of infor mers. And the character is ſuch 
_ dhe oftentimes, as a good man would not 


| _ deſerve for the world, When men of bad 


characters themſelves inform che magiſtrate 

_ againſt others, merely for che ducre of the 

| ” —— 
3 ©; they 


[ bz] - 
they ſeduce and-enfrare them intothe crimes 


they inform againſt; when they aggravate | 


their offences by falſe circomſtances, wic- 
kediy lay informations againſt them that are 
contrary to truth, fupport their falſe depoſi- 
tions by perjury, and are themſelves noto- 
foufly guilty of the crimes for which they 
accuſe others; in fuch and other Ike cireum- 
ſtances, the character of an informer is de- 
teſtable and diabolical, and fuch a wretch is 
the abhorrence of God and man. Bat what 
infuny Goth this reflect upon the, conduct 
of à religidus and virtuoos man, WU in 
vindication of che laws of God, and out of 
regard to the laws of his country; and a 


governing defire to promote the honour and 


welfare of it, gives information to the ma- 


Fliſtrate againſt the notorious violators = 
both. 1 


Tits len which renderthep mass uf 
- the ſabbath, by the exerciſe it nt ot 
3 — -. on it, penal, are either 
Th or bad. Tf they are bad, why do not 
2 ee thought dem io, 
+ 3.5 pub- 
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and lay boldly, and cry aloud: That God did 
ahridge men of their liberty to do what they 
pleaſe on it: That men need not go to 
church, and chat the worſhip of God is al 
ridiculous. ſuperſtition : That the legiſlaturs 
would do well to repeal. this troubleſom law 


of God, and to give full liberty to all ſorts of 


- to. buy and fell, and deliver themſelves 


up to all ſorts of merriments and paſtimes, 


exceſſes and riots that they ſhould think pro- 


per to indulge themſelves in. Who can tell, 


what. a bold, ſpirited, and free remonſtrance ; 


to this purpoſe might produce, and what A 
glorious, reformation from piety, virtue, good 
order and decency might be the bleſſed ef. 

fect of it? But if they do not chooſe to do 
this, and cannot prove either the command 
of God, or the laws of our country that 
enforce -the. obligation of it, to be unxea- 


fonable and bad; they will allow. us to. take . 


are good, why ſhould they not be obſerved? | 


- 


I they are fit. to be, obſerved, why ft 


not 


a 


not proper notice be taken of thoſe-who 


tranſgreſs them Why ſhould not the pe- 
nalties for ſuch and ſuch actions on the 
Lord's day; which our lars declare to be 
à ptofanation of it, be in flicted on thoſe 
vho are guilty of them? But can the ma- 
giſtrate inſſict them without proper inſor- 


mation If there, be no notice taken of 


eriminalz, who. yiolate theſe laws, nor any 
who: have integrity and courage enough to 
bring them befoie thoſe, to whom the 
adminiſtratioh ref: juſtice is committed 
how is it poſſible they; ſhould be executed; 
when it wauldcbe;ugjult in the magiſtrate 
to proceed withaut information, and the 


things, eſſentially neceflary to the: puniſh- 


ment of it? But did ever any wiſe perſon; 


2 lover of; religion, and à friend to the 


laws -und welfare of his country, think 2 a 


man euer forfeited: his honour, by proſe- 


cuting: criminalꝭ and bringing them to 
Jjuſtice? Waß any one ever looked on as 
_ infamous, for informing againſt 
| une 3 * 


robbers, ex- 


4 Hh 


probf of the crime is, in the nature of 
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of thoſe wretches, who by their biber 
diſturb the peace of ſocicties? Laws will 
de of no uſe, where there are none to in- 
form againſt the breakers: of them; und 
tho they will always be accounted bad 
and troubleſom and buſy people, by thoſe 
whom they bring to juſtice, yet they ure 
in truth ſerving their country by ſuch u 
conduct, and deſerve reſpect and eſterm 
for the publick ſpitit they manifeſt chere 
by, when» they are not chargeable with he 
like faults, and fcorn to make their gains 
It - hath been indved publickly infinuars 
ed, that the ſociety: is criminal in this laſt 
teſpect, and ou have been ſuſpected of 
applying to your on uſt, that part of 
the ſines, levied on offenders, which by 
_ the law is appreptiated to the ppore- Tia 
well for von, that ybur conduct gives- be 
lie to this calumny, and chat I dan aſſur r- 
the publick from au wich truthꝭ thut or 
1 B W . ue "in; 
i you Jane bd e da ith 
4 


11 
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diſpoſal of it ; and that therefore the charge 


on you of  milapplication, is ane 
and ann | 


1 you cannot t well proſecute your de- 


| For of -preventing the profanation of the 


ſabbath, eſpecially in the out parts of the 
city, without abſenting yourſelves, one or 
more-of you, on ſome part of the Lord's 
day, from publick worſhip-; it hath been 
lately alſo objected to you, in one of our 
day papers; that you are profaning hereby 


the Lord's day yourſelves, under pretence 


of, preventing the profanation of it by 
others, and really do what you are offici- 


ouſly endeavouring to puniſh them for do- 


ing. L have conſidered the objection, and 


tis frivolous, fallacious, and invidious. As 


to you it is particularly undeſerved; for 

your members take it by turns to inſpect . 
nuſances on the Lord's day; and ſuch a 
number of them are employed: in it, as 
cauſes it to come to each ones turm but 


dcnoe in a month and he is required to 
ä eee 


em- 


0 
F 
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employment. But ſurely” there thay be 
Juſt occaſions: ſometimes. for not attending 
on publick worſhip the whole Lord's day; 
viz. when a greater good can be obtained 

by abſenting- from it. A man would be 
ill employed at church, who'by not comꝭ 
ing to it could fave his neighbour's Ife, 
or houſe, or could prevent the ruin of his 
ſon, or the debauching his daugliter, or 
the aſſembling of thieves and robbers to 

N Plunder and hurt the defenceleſs and in- 
nocent. Attendance oh publick worlhip is 
to encreaſe and ſtrengthen the diſpofition 
for uſefulnefs, and not to recett it. And 
if the profanation of the Lord's day be 
attended with the moſt pernicious conſe- 

© \ quences, both with refpe* to che prin- 
ciples and morals of the people; if it be 
al offence againſt God, and the priident 
i laws' of the land; it oiight to be 
prevented; and if it erb be effectually 
done otherwile, chan by a temporary Ab- 

- fenting from 'publick worſhip, tis no vio- 
lation of the ſabbath thus to be abſent. 
Fon are ſetving God and your country by 


i it, 
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it; and ſhew a publick ſpirit, by endea- 
vouring to prevent a publick grievance, at 
the expence of the perſonal! pleaſure and 


ſatisfaction you would otherwiſe receive, 
by worſhiping with Gocke people in his 
houſe. And it requires no great ſkill in 
caſuiſtty to ſee, that when two duties in- 
terfere, ſo that one of them muſt be orhit- 
ted, the leſſer is always to give place to 
the greater, and a publick generally to 
have the preference of à private one. 1 
think; therefore that your combination, as 
a ſociety, to prevent the ſo long prevailing 
prdfanation of the Lord's. day, eſpecially 
during the time of publick { ſervice, is a 
combination for the intereſt; of religion 
and virtue, and the publick good; and as 
you act upon the higheſt autority, both 
civil and ecclefiaſtical, go on with uncor- 
rupted integrity, prudence, compaſſion to 
offenders, and a becoming zeal and reſo- 
lution; and I ſhould hope that you will 
have the encouragement and protection of 
the magiſtrate, and the aſſiſtance of tho 
wealthy, and that God will give. abundant 
ſucceſs. As 


170 
As to. the other offences, that.you aims 


a ſuppreſſing, pmfage curling and ſmears 
ing; unlawfyl/ gaming, ande keeping lewd 


and diſorderly houſes.; I ſhall only: ſays 


that they are etiormities) of do; notorious 


flagtant a nature, and attended with ſo 


many tleſtructi va conſequences to indivi- 
duals, fürmilics, and publick ſociety, chat 
chere ib no man of prudence, virtur, re- 
gion or publick ſpirit, that doth not widk 


the total ſappreſſion of them! if thit were 


poffibid; or as that cannot well be in the 


ef ng them under due bounds, the diſa 
couraging them by the fevercit proſecu- 
tions, and puniſhi: 


em be 
crimes 


t to juſtice. Thee are 


bet tis 'time for good men. af all deo 


preſent ſtate of things, yet; at leaſt, che 
utthoſt rigour of The Jaw, when eres they 


& apparently. and confeſſedly aun 
ary 1 all decency and god erden 


tioris ant parties, to unite heart and > 


| band, theic counſels, endeavours. und puries, 
x 0 check the progreſs of them, and pre» 
_— thoſe r : which..nauſt un- 
6 28 : avoid 


churehmam lor diſſenter, is, as a gobd man 
und member of ſotiety, "<qually bound to. 


„„ 
avcidably follow, if they are ſuffered: to 
go on withaut reſtraint. In promoting the 
great” ends of religion, and ſerving the 


publick, there ſhould be no diſtinction of 


parties. Theſe views ſhould put an end 
to all. leſſer differences. National profane- 
neſs and vice is -what all are equally con- 
cerned to diſcourage; and if any man 
fwears/an# blaſphemes, and throws curſes 
andidamnation-about him, the ear of Every 
man, who is not loft to all ſenſe of p piety; | 
is feu with it, and whether be bea 


ule the proper endeavours to put a ſtop to 
the abounding of doch an cnormity; either 
by proper and friendly admonitian of he | 
offenders, ur if that will nat do, by x Por- | 
ting the "laws in execution againſt them; 


i And as houſes of gaming and lewdneſs are | 
19 


+ £'4 494” ; ff 


che greut nurſeries of "extravagance. and. 5 
achuachery, by which tlie iscausscie and 
thrughtlefeare ſo oftem detaded into. x 0 1 
porah and eternal deſtrostion, there cannot 


— in — 


het e ue nor 

; he there flo in wut only" +6 
Ap. 600 en theiefove Without being 
diſcouraget by*theUiMevultiest wut may be 
thrown in your Way. Ack welk a diſinteo 
reſted ſpifit and "view; and leb On even 
be abs 10 teprodkh you for 1ecking your 
Zh perſonal advantage, and making your oa 
profits by proſecuting others: Much good 
30) have dont; and tho! ſome: may look 
u Hm attempts bf '\reformitivn with 


eye," yet you Have (this tor comfort 


ban e 1 me elt 8 Pr A 


Jen have, wewn the e eee e 
* Jepity 10 offer; knd/betn'st-coh- 
1 b exp nde A p 
ebious nöller dre 


TEE 


ffancergmin- order to prevent, as far as 
poſlible, all informations againſt them, and 
the. penal conſequences, that muſt follow, 
if they put you under a neceſſity of bring 
ing them to juſtice. And it is no ſmall 
argument, that you have in che main con- 
ducted yourſelves with prudence and mos 
deration, that many worthy magiſtrates, 
who at firſt looked on you, with appear- 
ing indifference or diſpleaſure, now approve 
your hr are heartily diſpoſed to 
give you countenance and aſſiſtance. 


I 8HALL 2 add, that as it hath been 
frequently acknowledged, by ſeveral per- 
ſons who have been convicted, that their 
exerciſing their trades on the Lord's day 
hath been a very heavy burthen on their 
own minds, tho' they thought themſelves 
in a manner forced to it, by the conduct 
of their neighbours, who did the ſame; 


ſo they now rejoice in being freed from 


tat neceſſity, and do ſeveral of them at- 
tend the public worſhi ip, who were ſeldom 
gr ſeen in a before. May this 

| L. be 


Gon, who exerciſes inns 


bs is e ofa pray 
bes will have 
Minds, che riation will 


2 $i and yon will have 


2 righteouſneſs in the gp ind" K. 
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The Tod account of the Society for Re- 
formation of Manners. * 


The former Society for reformatfon of man- 
ners was ſet on foot Anno T695 ; the preſent 
Society began, or rather revived, in Auguſt 
1757. Since that time upwards of ſeven thou- 
ſand perſons have been brought to juſtice for 
—_— wiltul and habitual offences ; particularly 
or 
The profanation of the Lord's day. 
Profane curſing and ſwearing. . 
28 gaming, and for _ 
eeping lewd and diſorderly houſes. 
—_— — of the laſt thouſand having been 
— ſince July, for the offences laſt men- 
tioned, altho? very expenſive to the Society. 
— In conjunction with the 1 work of 
carrying on proſecũtions, they have diſtributed 
about twelve / thouſand books of inſtruction, 
and diſſuaſives from vice and profaneneſs ; with 
thirty thouſand extracts of acts of parliament, 
and printed notices to offenders, in order to 
prevent, if poſſible, the neceſſity of giving 
informations. 
The expences of the Society, to this time, 
amount to yas h hundred and twenty pounds. 


| wn Old Bailey, 
1760. where the Society 


meet every Monday Evening, 


' Subſcriptions for the encouragemen 
will be thankfully received by Mr. 92 5 — 
eweller, in St. "Martin' s Le Grand; Mr. 
Dn Lawrence-Lane, Cheapſide ; Mr. Benj 
Forfeit, in Leaden-Hall- Street. ; 
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